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a2P> Y Lords, there yet remaines ano- 
JAP ther Treaſon, that I ſhould bee 
{{\\ guilty of ;the indeavouring ro ſub- 
gY/ vert the fundamentall Lawes of 
d the Land, chat they ſhould now 
bee Treaſon, together, that is not Treaſon in any 
one part of [reaſon accumulative, that ſo when 
all will not do, it is woven up with others, ir 
ſbould feeme very ſtrange. 

Under favour, my Lords, I doe not conceive 
that there is cither Statute- Law, nor Common. 
law, that doth declare the endeavouring to ſub- 
an the fundamentall Lawes to be high Trea- 
ON. 

For neither Statute-law, nor Common-law writ- 
ten that ever I could hear of, declarcth it 


And yet Il havebeen diligentto enquire, ( asI 
beleeve you thinkeir doth concerne me to do.) 
It w hard to be queſtioned for life and honour, 
«pen 4 Law that cannot beſhawne, 
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(2) 
 Thereisa rule which 1 have learned from Sir 
Edward Cooke, De non apparentibus & wonexiſten- 
tibus eademratio, ( Jeſu ) where hath this fyre 
 aine all this while, ſo many hundreds of yeares 
without any ſmoke to diſcover it, till it thus 
burſt forth to conſume me, and my children ex- 
tream hard in my opinion,that puniſhment ſhould 
.preceed promulgation, of a Law puniſhed by a 
Law, ſubſequent tothe As done ? 


Take itinto your conſiderations, for certainly 
it is now betterto beunder no lay at all but the 
will of men, then to conforme our ſelyes under 
the protection of a law as wethink, and then be 
puniſhed for a crimethat doth preceed that law, 
what man can be ſafe, ifthat be once admitted? ' 


My Zords, itis hard in another reſpet, that 
there ſhould be no token ſet upon this offence, 
by which we ſhould knowit, no admonition by 
which weſhould be aware of it, 

If a man paſſedown the Thames in a Boat, 
andit be ſplit upon an anchor,and a Baye, being 
ſeras a tokenthat there is an anchor there, that 
party that owes the anchor, by the Maritime Lawes, 
ſhall give ſatisfattion for XA dammage done ; but 
zfit na out, I muſt come upen mine owne 

erill. 
: Now where is the marke uponths crime,where is 
the tokgn that this is high Treaſon? ; 
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Ifit be ander water and not above water, no hu. 
mane providence cau availe nor prevent my deſtru. 
Fion, 
Lay aſide all humane wiſedome,andlet us reſt up- 
on wil divine Revelation,if you copdemne before you 
forewarne of the danger. 

Oh my Lords, may your Lordſhips bee pleaſed 
to givethat regard unto the Peerage of England, 
asnever to ſuffer our ſelyesto be put onthoſe nice 
points, upon ſuch conſtructive interpretations, 
and theſe are vuhere Layes are not cleare or 
knowae, if there muſt beatryall of wits, 1 doe 
moſt humbly beſeech you,the ſubjeR and matter 
may bein ſome what elſe, then the lives and Ho. 
nours of Peers, 

My Lords, wefindethat inthe Primitive times, 
inthe progreſſion of the plain Doctrine of the A. 
poſtles ; they brought the books of curious arts, 
and burned them- And ſo likewiſe as I docon- 
ceive, it will be wiſedomeand providenceinyour 
Lordlhipes, for your poſterity, and the whole 
Kingdome, to caſt from you into the fire theſe 
bloudy and moſt myſterious volumes, of con. 
ſtrutive and Arbitrary Treaſon ; and tobetake 
your ſelves to the plain Letterof the Layy and 
Statute, that tellethus wherethe crime is, And 
by telling what is, and whatis not, ſheyves hoyy 
toavoidit, Andletusnot be ambitious, to bee 
:nore vviſeand learnedin the killing Arts, then 
our forefathers were. 
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It is now full 200 and 40 yeares, fince ever any 
man was touched for this alleaged cryme ( tothis 
height) before my ſelf, we have lived happily to 
our ſelves at home, and we have lived gloriouſly to 
the world abroad. 


Letvus reſt contented with that which our Fa. 


therslcft us, and not awake thoſe ſleepy Lyons 
toour own deſtructions ; by taking up a few 
muſty records that have laycnſomany ages by 
the walls, quite forgotten and neglc fed. 

May your Lordſbips be Nobly pleaſed,to adde that 
to thoſe other misfortunes befallen me for my ſinnes, 
not for my Treaſons ; that a precedent ſhould not bee 
derived from me of that diſadvantage ( as this will 
be inthe conſequent tothe whole Kingdome) 1 be- 
ſeech you ſeriouſly to conſuder it, and let not my par- 
ticular caſe be ſo looked on as yow do; though you 
wound me in my intereſt inthe Common. wealth,and 
therefore thoſe Gentlemen ſay, that they ſpeak; for 
the Common-wealth, yet in this particular 1 indeed 

ſpeake for it, and the inconveniences and miſchiefes 
that will heavily fall upon us ;for as it is in the 1, 
of Henry the fourth, no man will after know what 
80 do,or ſay, for fear, 

Do not pus (my Lords ) ſo great difficulties upon 
the Miniſters f ſtate, Hh jos of ems hoe 
nour, and vertue, may not with chearfulneſſe and 
ſafety, be imployedfor the publikg, if you weigh and 
meaſure themby grains andſcruples, the publike af- 

faires ofthe King dome will be laid waſte, & noman 
= will 
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(5) 
will meddlewith them, that hath honours, iſſues, or 
«ny fortunes toloſe. | 

My Lords, I have now troubled you, longer 
thenl ſhould havedone, wereitnot forthe inter- 
elt ofrhoſe dear pledges, a Saint in heaven hath 
left me ; I ſhould be loath my Lords, (there hee 
ſtopped. ) 

W har | forfeit for my ſelfe it is nothing, but 
that my indiſcretion ſhould forfeit for my childe, 
i: even wounderh me deep tothe very foul. 

You will pardon my infirmity, ſomething I 
ſhould have ſaid, but Iamnot able, ( and fighed) 
thercforelet it paſle. 

And now my Lords, I hayebeenby the ble. 
.ngs of Almighty God taught, thatthe afflitions 
of this life preſent, are not to be compared tothe 
eternall weight of glory that ſhall be revealed to 
us hereafcer, 

And ſo, my Lords, evenſo with tranquility of 
minde, 1 do ſubmit my ſelf freely and clearly to 
your Lordſhips judgements ; and whether that 
righteous judgement ſhall beto life or death. 


Te Deurmlandamus, te Dominum 
confitemur, 


